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Today’s Overview

1. Brief History of US Education Forms & Reforms

2. Current Reforms in New Jersey

3. Why We’ve Flown so Far, but Not so High



Pop Quiz

Where is Education in the US Constitution?

Post your answer in the chat…



Schooling 101 for Most Nations



The Boston Latin School, established in 1635, was the first school in what is 

now the United States – most northern colonies required their towns to provide 

schooling: for boys. The southern colonies relied on private tutors or parish 

schools, looser rules.



Colonial Schools: Still 90% Male by 1800

Male teachers

Male students

Ministers

Barristers

Politicians

Dame Schools

(Girls at Home)



Common Schools 90% Female by 1850

Common Schools 

-boys for the world

-girls for the home

Catharine Beecher

Normal Schools

-train teachers

-undistinguished

Horace Mann



Responsibility v. Equality 1865 -1915

Post emancipation

African American 
teachers: 30k 

Spending 1/3 per 
African American 
pupil in schools

Live under or 
confront inequality?

Booker T. Washington          W.E.B. DuBois
Go Slow – Trades for All      Top Tenth – Liberal Arts



John Dewey: 1859-1952

“Education is, and forever will be, in the hands 
of ordinary men and women.”



Elementary & Secondary Education Act: 1965



A Nation at Risk: 1983

National Commission 
on Excellence in 
Education

Landmark

Schools are failing to 
meet the national 
need for a 
competitive 
workforce



No Child Left Behind: 2001

ESEA 
Reauthorization

State-level

-standards

-assessments

-report cards

-highly qualified

According to the No Child Left Behind Act, by 2014 every child must test 

on grade level in reading and math: 100% Proficiency?!

Flawed and Unworkable by 2010: EVERY State Needed Waivers 



Key NCLB Flaw: Which Standard?

;



New Jersey NAEP 1990-2019

Math

Reading





Common Core Standard



Every Student Succeeds Act: 2015

• Requires—for the first time—that all students in America be taught to high 
academic standards that will prepare them to succeed in college and 
careers (Common Core NOT specified in reauthorization).

• Ensures that vital information is provided to educators, families, students, 
and communities through annual statewide assessments that measure 
students' progress toward those high standards (Report cards).

• Sustains and expands this administration's historic investments in 
increasing access to high-quality preschool (Narrowed by Appropriations).

• Maintains an expectation that there will be accountability and action to 
effect positive change in our lowest-performing schools, where groups of 
students are not making progress, and where graduation rates are low over 
extended periods of time (7% Title I set-aside, up from 4%) – 3-4 years).

New Jersey students 
continue to land ~50% 
NAEP; higher on PARCC

http://www.ed.gov/early-learning


https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/SearchForSchool.aspx

https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/SearchForSchool.aspx


https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/SearchForSchool.aspx

https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/SearchForSchool.aspx


So, Why the Long Arc (still)?



First administered in 2000 and now covering 80+ countries, every 3 years 

OECD PISA provides comparative data on 15-year-olds’ performance in 

reading, mathematics, and science.

Reform results: 15-year-old students in the U.S. remain 

stable 



Why?

A 2017 Unicef report 
looked at the 
relative child 
poverty rates of 41 
well-off nations. 
That’s a measure of 
income inequality, 
in this case defined 
as the percent of 
children living in a 
household with an 
income of less than 
60% of the median 
for that nation. The 
United States 
ranked seventh from 
the bottom.

Standardized?

The top cities in China 
are large enough to 
dominate 1st place, 
and heavily emphasize 
standardized testing 
from preschool 
through high school.

Finland is consistently 
in the top ten (7th) 
and does not even 
begin standardized 
testing until PISA 
~age 15.

US falls in 13th with 
testing ~ages 9-15 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/06/these-rich-countries-have-high-levels-of-child-poverty/


Science helps explain the connection between poverty and poor academic performance. 

Children growing up in poverty often experience chronic stress. Neuroscientific research 

demonstrates that chronic stress can affect the developing learning centers of the brain, 

with impact on attention, concentration, working memory and self-regulation. It also 

shows that the developing brains of children are malleable into adulthood. 

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2011/12/21/peds.2011-2663.full-text.pdf
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