
 

Evelyn Akushie-Onyeani, Esq. 

Andrea L. Alexander, Esq. 

Peter F. Berk, Esq. 

K. Raja Bhattacharya, Esq. 
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Denice P. Gilchrist, Esq. 

Jeffrey H. Goldsmith, Esq. 

Elaine Harris, Esq. 

Geralyn G. Humphrey, Esq. 

Charles S. Lorber, Esq. 

George D. Lordi, Esq. 
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 December 2, 2015 
 

Re:  District Ethics Committee VB - Candidate for Appointment (Public Member) 

 

Dear Public Candidate: 

 

 I am the incoming Vice-Chair of the Supreme Court’s District V-B Ethics Committee, 

which is charged with investigating, presenting and adjudicating cases arising out of alleged 

misconduct of attorneys with offices in Suburban Essex County (East Orange, Irvington, 

Maplewood, Millburn, Orange, Short Hills, South Orange and West Orange).  I have been tasked 

with recruiting new volunteer attorney and non-attorney/public member candidates who live or 

work in Essex County to serve four-year terms beginning September 2016.  Our committee has a 

strong need for new public members, which are an integral part of the process.    

 

To provide some basic background information about the position:  The process begins 

with the filing of a grievance concerning an attorney.  The grievance may be filed by a former 

client, an adversary, a judge or anyone who believes an attorney has violated the Rules of 

Professional Conduct that govern our attorneys.  If the District Secretary dockets the grievance, 

our attorney members will conduct a thorough investigation.  At the conclusion of the 

investigation, the assigned attorney-investigator renders a report to the Committee’s Chair stating 

whether (s)he has found clear and convincing evidence that the respondent-attorney has violated 

one or more of the Rules of Professional Conduct.  In the event there is such evidence, the case 

will proceed to a Complaint (absent certain exceptions) and a hearing will be scheduled. 

 

It is primarily at the hearing stage where the public members enter the process.  At the 

hearing, the attorney member who investigated the matter will present the case to a panel of two 

attorney members and one public member of the Committee.  All members of the panel take an 
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active role in both receiving and considering evidence, and asking questions of the participants if 

they choose to do so.  Following the conclusion of the hearing, the panel deliberates and renders 

a hearing report with its findings.  Depending on the findings, the panel will recommend 

dismissal or an appropriate measure of discipline.   

 

The role of the public members, then, is to sit on hearing panels with the attorney 

members and take an active role in the adjudicative process.  The service of public members is 

critical, and, in fact, the Court Rules specifically require that a public member be present at all 

hearings.  Our public members bring an indispensable and invaluable perspective to the process 

and to support the Supreme Court’s mission of maintaining public confidence in the integrity of 

the legal profession and the judicial process.  Their participation validates the fairness of the 

process. 

 

Public and attorney members are also required to attend the monthly meetings and the 

new member orientation in September 2016.  The monthly meetings are usually one-hour in 

length, and they have historically been held on the first Tuesday of every month at 6:00 p.m.  For 

at least the past few years, the meetings have been held at the law firm of Budd Larner, LLP, 150 

John F. Kennedy Parkway, Short Hills, and I anticipate we will use the same location in the 

upcoming years.  New members are also required to attend an orientation usually held in 

September in New Brunswick. 

 

Please note that the following persons are not eligible for membership as public 

members: 

 

 Employees of law firms 

 Persons who hold elective or appointive county, state or federal office 

 Employees of any law enforcement agency 

 Current members of the Supreme Court’s fee arbitration committees 

 

If you, or someone you know, are interested, please complete and return the enclosed 

Public Member form together with a current resume. 

 

I appreciate your time and consideration, and please do not hesitate to contact me with 

any questions you may have, at 973-824-5520 or Kevin.Orr@orr-law.com.  

 

      Very Truly Yours, 

 

 

 

      Kevin Crawford Orr, Esq. 

KCO:dp 

Encl. 
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